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Welcome back
to the latest edition of our community newsletter.
In these very difficult and frustrating days our community newsletter will
be somewhat limited but will endeavour to provide local information that
may be of interest to you.

We have managed to miss out on two of our annual village shows at
which residents could display their garden and artistic talents and enjoy a
varied number of events. However as a reminder of what has happened in
the past, the village show team has put together a Face Book offering
showing some of the highlights of past years.
We are now looking forward to the next show (most likely in 2022) and
seeking your views as to what you would like included.
Please contact either Hannah Mason or Alvin Smith with your ideas:
alvin.smith@btinternet.com
hpmason@hotmail.co.uk
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Wigmore Village Hall
Over the past year we have been
changing the legal status of the Village
Hall to that of a Charitable Incorporated
Organisation (CIO).
The reasons for this change are to:
•

Limit the liabilities of trustees

•

Enable the organisation to employ staff

•

Enable the organisation to enter into

Parish Council meetings
Your group parish council meets every
second Monday in the month. In the past
they have met in the village hall but due to
the pandemic all meetings are now via
Zoom.
The agenda, including a Zoom invite, is
published prior to the meeting and may be
seen on the village web site, on notice-

boards throughout the parish, and in the
community shop.

contracts
In addition a significant number of
improvements to the hall have been
completed together with an enhanced and
usable rear garden!
Most of this work has been funded by a

Residents are welcome to attend the
meetings, via Zoom, and the first 15
minutes or so are available for residents to
raise matters.
Residents may also request a Zoom invite
via the clerk.

wide range of grants obtained by the
charity.
Full details of the facilities and booking

Your parish councillors:
Wigmore

arrangements, may be seen at

Phil Brown-07831 644431

wigmorevillagehall.co.uk

Bryan Casbourne-770155
Nick Davidson-771939—Chair
Gwen Fraser– 770141
Leinthall Starkes
Alan Dowdy-770121
Elton
Jayne Hodgetts -07930 392493
Pipe Aston
Jan Malcolmson-770258
County Councillor
Carole Gandy-780583

Village Hall rear
garden

Parish Clerk
Maggie Brown
clerk@wigmoregrouppc.co.uk
07398 222310
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St JameS’S ChurCh Wigmore
Many will have heard by now that a process to close St James’s Church in Wigmore has
commenced. This is not a short nor a quick process and opportunities will be available for
residents to make comments and suggestions on this matter.
Many of us will recall the four years of work that was put into a proposal to adapt St
James as a community and heritage hub whilst retaining the chancel for church use. The
Heritage Lottery Fund gave some £173,000 towards the
development of a comprehensive plan and a subsequent
offer of around £1.5 million for its implementation.

Unfortunately the relevant public and church authorities at
the time withdrew final support for implementation of this
proposal. So we are now left with a magnificent 1000 year
old Grade1 listed building that is slowly and inevitably
deteriorating.
There is a leaflet which explains the processes involved in
closing a church and we will have some available for
residents.

Wigmore Castle
Just to add even more grief to the seeming decline in our
village heritage, English Heritage have now closed the access
route to the top of the motte and have indicated that this will
stay closed to the public until they have the funding to
reinstate this access.
All this happening when the Hereford County Strategic Plan to
2031 seeks individual councils to promote both local tourism

and employment as priorities.
Many tourists arrive in Wigmore expecting to be able to explore both St James and
Wigmore Castle and unfortunately leave extremely disappointed.
If you wish to comment on these matters then please use the following web addresses:
St James: s.girling@hereford.anglican.org
Wigmore Castle: Jennifer.McCracken@english-heritage.org.uk
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From our county councillor—Carole Gandy
March 2021
Firstly, may I congratulate all those involved with the Huddle Hub for being formally recognised as part of the network of Herefordshire Talk Community Hubs. This is the first
one in my ward and I am really pleased to see it up and running and helping residents in
this area.
I spoke to the owner of the field which the parish council had hoped could be used as an
unofficial footpath for residents walking from Leinthall Starkes to Wigmore but unfortunately when he spoke to his tenant it was clear that this would not be possible as the tenant grazes sheep on the land from time to time and has had problems in the past with
dogs. So unfortunately, that option is not available.
I have had further complaints from residents about the state of the road between Wigmore and Ludlow and have asked Lee to check it out. There are numerous roads in Mortimer ward in a really bad condition, some almost impassable and I am still awaiting the
briefing from Balfour Beatty on the Annual Road Maintenance Plan for 2021/22. This
meeting keeps being put back and very shortly we will have no time left to have an input.
Therefore, as I write this report, I have no idea whether any road resurfacing will take
place in Mortimer ward in 2021/22.
I have advised the clerk that the Portfolio Holder has signed off on the transfer of the
street lights to Herefordshire Council but I am still awaiting confirmation from the Council.
I was contacted by a resident of Kings Meadow who was concerned that a Willow Tree
near one of the culverts had been cut down over the weekend at the end of February. If
this was not carried out by Balfour Beatty or the parish lengthsman but by a resident,
then this is a totally unacceptable practice.
The budget setting meeting was held recently and despite arguing for a lower increase
and for money to parish councils for drainage schemes, this was not successful. The
Council Tax will rise by 4.99%. I have publicised in Leintwardine Life the fact that if residents are finding it difficult to pay their council tax at this time, they may be entitled to
the Council Tax Reduction Scheme or to apply for a Hardship Grant.
Herefordshire Council is looking for new foster carers. At present some of our children
experiencing care are either fostered outside of the county which is not very satisfactory
or in residential care which is even less satisfactory and very expensive. Foster Caring is
a very rewarding, although sometimes challenging occupation but the Council recognises
this and apart from the funding, they receive to cover their costs as a foster carer they
will now also receive a 100% reduction in their council tax. If any resident is interested in
knowing more about becoming a foster carer, they can contact me and I will provide them
with some further information.
As ever if you have a council related problem or just want a chat, please do not hesitate
to contact me at carole.gandy@herefordshire.gov.uk or phone 01568 780583/
07792882133
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Community Field—Bury Lane
Over the past 10 years or so applications have been made for funding for the development of our community field. Despite some 4 significant submissions (3 to Sport England)
we have failed to gain a positive response. However, we did manage to secure some funding from the Lottery for a feasibility study and some initial preparation work.
We have now decided to develop our community
land in stages starting with a wild life area in the
south east corner. We have some funding for this
and we are looking to local expert organisations
to assist in recommendations. We will also be

seeking residents to play an active part in
deciding on what we plant and to look after its
ongoing development.
Details will be available within the next few weeks and if you are interested in this project
then please contact Maggie, our clerk, and leave your interests and contact details.

The Huddle Hub
The Huddle Hub is the latest in our community activities.

Here at the Hub we have hit the ground running. After getting
ready to open our doors, the government announcement meant
we had to quickly revert back to a takeaway menu only. Our
covid response remains the same, offering support where
required within our community. Our team of volunteers will
collect prescriptions and offer delivery for much needed supplies.
Are you shielding, vulnerable or isolated? As part of our "covid
response", we are offering homecooked meals delivered by one of
our volunteers. If you would like to find out more please get in
touch.

Wigmore Covid response number 07594 856487

Why not try our Fish Fridays?
Simply call the following number, book your fish takeaway,
and then collect from the Community Café in the village hall.
The Huddle Hub 01568 770144
You can see what else is on offer by going to our web site
www.thehuddlehub.co.uk
5

Wigmore Community Shop
Wigmore shop has continued to thrive during the extended lock
down since winter 2020/1. We had to find a way to help the
community during the original lock down of Spring 2020 and our
volunteers have pulled together under our Manager, Alison
Benwell, and are now hoping that we will shortly see some signs
of normality returning.
A number of our volunteers had to shield when Covid 19 first hit
and have been able to continue shielding thanks to the splendid
response of the volunteer group while a number of old members
have returned and new members have joined in to keep the shop fully manned over the
winter period.
We had a shock this winter when a break-in over a weekend damaged our front door and
some shop items were stolen. Prompt action by neighbours to alert the police meant the
door was swiftly relocked on an emergency basis and we were able to have a new door
made for us and fitted by the next weekend. Better lighting has been installed so we can
more clearly record offenders and we are now more prepared than ever to fight crime in
our area.
The shop has had a new exterior paint décor since last summer and we have improved its
selling areas with our new shelves and product stacks. Of course we have all the old
favourites ready for you as well as coffee and tea “to go” so please do come in and shop.
We often have requests for items that we don't regularly stock and we can usually get
them so, if there is something you would like the shop to stock that we don't at present,
make a request. Can't guarantee getting it but if you don't ask .......!. Don't forget you
can pre-order items such as newspapers and bread etc.
And we have hopes! We would love those of you who have complimented us for staying
open through this grim period to remember us when the world opens up again and still
come into the shop occasionally for some retail and chatting therapy! Maybe, you fancy
having an involvement with the shop by volunteering a few hours during the week? It's a
very good way of getting to know the community. Rota sessions are only 2 hours long and
you get full training and lots of support. We are a happy and friendly band who welcome
both customers and new volunteers with enthuisiasm, and we are always looking for more
of both!
Alvin Smith—Chair
Mortimer Voices is produced by the community and funded by Wigmore Group Parish Council.
Editor: Bryan Casbourne— email: casbourne@btinternet.com
Any opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors concerned and not necessarily those of
Wigmore Group Parish Council nor the Editor
This newsletter is a quarterly publication with the next issue due June 2021
Latest date for copy is end of May 2021
All submissions must be accompanied by a name and contact details neither of which will be published
without prior agreement
6

The census is happening in
England and Wales on 21
March 2021

Village memorial
The only memorial in our village is located
within St James and is dedicated to named
residents.
We had hoped to have celebrated VE Day
75 last year but unfortunately Covid 19
came along and scuppered our plans.
The Heritage Lottery fund have just opened
a new fund for heritage projects and this
now could include more “recent” heritage
such as a memorial within a community.
The Village Hall CIO have submitted an
enquiry as to whether a village memorial,
remembering WWI and WWII, would qualify
for a grant. Its worth noting that our village
hall was largely paid for and built by
residents in remembrance of those involved
in WWII.
Mortimer Voices would be interested to
hear as to whether residents would support
such a project and, if so, in what form?
Suggestions so far include a physical
external memorial and a permanent
exhibition of photos and artefacts.
Info to the editor please.

Grants within the parish
No new funding this quarter.

Mobile Post Office
@ Wigmore

Library at Village Hall
Don’t forget our free to use
library in the entrance lobby of
Wigmore Village Hall.
Bring a book and take a book—
you can also bring along and
swap jigsaw puzzles.
The lobby is open all day, every day.
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Monday

11.00 to 12.30

Tuesday

no attendance

Wednesday
Thursday

no attendance
13.30 to 15.00

Friday

no attendance

Saturday

no attendance

St JameS’S ChurCh
The ancient lime tree adjacent to
the steps at the parish church has
been pollarded.
The tree is well over 250 years
old and unfortunately its branches were in danger of falling. The
main trunk is hollow but there is
evidence that new branches will
grow again.

Lime tree as it
was decades
ago

Lime tree earlier
last year

Lime tree after
recent pollarding

The parish council is responsible
for the church grounds including
the trees surrounding the church.
Professional advice had been
taken and the relevant local
and church authorities consulted
before this work was undertaken.

Community activities
Your newsletter welcomes new articles, comments and pictures of local activities.
There have been many local groups such as:
Gardening Club

Cycling

Village show

These, until the pandemic, thrived within the village group. Hopefully many will
return to full activities later this year and Mortimer Voices will certainly help in

promoting your ideas.
One area that keeps returning for discussion is the community field and it has been
suggested that a Friends of Bury Lane Field is established to help in making this
vital asset more user friendly. All ideas welcome and if this looks viable then help
can be given to seek grant funding for individual ideas (not the wide ranging ones
that seem to fail at the starting post). Ideas to the editor.
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